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           Excel Academy
Course Syllabus
Our Mission:

The mission of Excel Academy is to serve high school students in Denver that have dropped out of school or that are at-risk of dropping out of school with a proven, data-driven, accountable and high standards education program that (1) produces high numbers and percentages of high school graduates; and (2) prepares graduates for postsecondary success.

Instructional Superintendent Team Goals for AY 2016-2017
(1) Ground our work within instruction (regular class observations and feedback). 

(2) Establish effective systems of progress monitoring of students at each school.

(3) Leverage each school’s own instructional/curricular program by ensuring that schools set accurate UIP goals and targets, and then align PD accordingly using results-based PD to ensure success.
Jobs For the Future: Common Instructional Strategies:
(1) Collaborative Group Work

(2) Writing to Learn

(3) Questioning

(4) Scaffolding

(5) Classroom Talk

(6) Literacy Groups
All EAHS graduates will demonstrate characteristics within the following areas:

· Key Cognitive Strategies – Students will demonstrate skills involving problem solving, research, interpretation, and reasoning.  All with precision and accuracy.
· Key Content Knowledge – Students will demonstrate key foundational content and “big ideas” from all core subjects.
· Academic Behaviors – Students will learn to time manage, possess study skills, set goals, have self-awareness and persistence.
· Contextual Skills and Awareness – Students will be aware of all essential process in order to navigate within college systems.  (Admission requirements, affording college, college types and missions, college culture, exposure to college professors)
Course Title: Economics
Teacher’s Name:  McNamara
Textbooks/Materials Used: CCE Online materials/Junior Achievement Economics Program booklets
Course Emphasis: We will explore the U.S. Economy through economic, political, and social perspectives while investigating important historical economical events from the Great Depression to present day.
Course Expectations:  ALL EAHS students are expected to conform to all policies and standards found within the Excel Academy student handbook.

	Classroom Supplies
	Refer to Excel student handbook

	Standards Addressed
Common Core or Colorado Content Standards
	Colorado Academic Content Standards:1 History, 2 Geography, 3 Economics

Common Core Standards English



	Grade Scale 
	4-Advanced Mastery
3-Proficient 
2-Partially proficient
1- Unsatisfactory

	Excel Behavior Norms
	No one has the right to hurt another person

Education in the classroom is sacred

We will not behave in anyway to discredit ourselves, families or school

Excel Academy student is always a lady or gentlemen 

We take pride in Excel Academy



	Support
	Make-up Work can be turned in up until the 7th week of the 9 weeks.  Any additional content area support students must talk with their teacher.


	Parent Communication
	Parents will be contacted by phone and/or e-mail. 


Course Calendar 

Sessions
Week (1)
……………….Unit 1: An Economic Way of Thinking
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/ CSS Economics 3.1-Choice and scarcity

CLO:
Students will be able to understand different Economic Theories by critiquing Economic Theories (quotes) proposed Economist such as Adam Smith and Thomas Friedman by writing reactions to the quotes in a “parking lot”/post-it note share out format in small groups. (Main Activity)






Week (2)
……………….Unit 1: Economic Decisions and Opportunity Costs
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/ CSS Economics 3.1-Choice and scarcity
CLO: SWBAT analyze the economic impact(s) of opportunity costs/decision making on both the individual and government households by completing and then sharing out their own individual “opportunity” cost time schedule in small groups. (Main Activity)
Week (3)
……………….Unit 2: Economic Systems
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/ CSS Economics 3.2-Economic Systems and Policies

CLO: SWBAT to compare and contrast 3 main economic systems and how those systems impact both individual and household economic decisions by analyzing how the media portrays the systems (through) political cartoons in small groups. (Main Activity)
Week (4)
……………….Unit 2: Investing/Managing Risk
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/ CSS Economics 3.7-PFL-Risk Management

CLO: SWBAT to evaluate how individual economic risks/risk taking can impact the Stock Market and an Investor’s Marginal returns by reading selected portfolios of sample investors and then they will be able to create their own investment portfolio in small groups. (Main Activity)
Week (5)
……………….Unit 3: Gains from Trade
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/ CSS Economics 3.3-Government and Comp

CLO: SWBAT analyze how systems of trade/gains from trade can impact consumers’ wealth on the local, National and the International Level(s) by creating a trade simulation game using specific product cards in small groups. (Main Activity)
Week (6)
……………….Unit 3: Supply and Demand
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS Economics 3.3-Government and Comp

CLO: SWBAT to judge how Price and Quantity can impact businesses’ Supply and Demand Curves  by analyzing Supply and Demand Newspaper Headlines and then by creating a Supply and Demand Curve in small groups. (Main Activity)
Week (7)
……………….Unit 4: Market Prices
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS Economics 3.3-Government and Comp

CLO: SWBAT to evaluate how Market Prices impact consumers’ goods and services choices by debating (in small groups) how much a family is able to afford to purchase earning minimum wage. (Main Activity)
Week (8)
……………….Unit 4: Market Structures and Failures (Great Depression 




 Case Study)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS Economics 3.3-Government and Comp

CLO: SWBAT to analyze the overall economic costs/impact of a Great Depression on the American Economy by making predictions (using real world Market Information) if there could be another Great Depression and then by drafting/developing an Economic Recovery Plan in Small Groups. (Main Activity)
Week (9)
……………….Unit 5: Entrepreneurs/Entrepreneurship 
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS Economics 3.7-PFL-Risk Management
CLO: SWBAT analyze the Successful Entry Points and Barriers to Entrepreneurship by developing a multi-media start up business plan (powerpoint) for a company product that they would want to develop by working in small groups. (Main Activity)
Week (10)
……………….Unit 5: Human Capital
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS Economics 3.5-PFL Spending and Saving
CLO: SWBAT to identify the Economic Factors of Human Capital by creating (and then critiquing) a Peer- Resume in small groups. (Main Activity)
Week (11)
……………….Unit 6: Government Regulation and the Economy including the Military Industrial Complex and Private Military Organizations
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS Economics 3.3-Government and Comp

CLO: SWBAT to analyze and weight the Cost and Benefits of Government Regulation on the Economy by creating, editing and drafting an Official Government Defense Budget- regarding Government Spending related to the Military . (Main Activity) 
Week (12)
……….………Unit 6: Monetary Policy
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS Economics 3.3-Government and Comp

CLO: SWBAT evaluate the impact the Costs and Benefits of Monetary Policy by Conducting a Mock Chairman of the Board (of the Federal Reserve) Meeting in Small Groups. (Main Activity)
Week (13)
……………… Unit 7: Measuring the US Economy
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS Economics 3.3-Government and Comp

CLO: SWBAT to measure the impact of (full employment/unemployment, worker productivity) on the US Economy by creating and then analyzing a Production Possibilities Chart/Diagram in small groups.
Week (14)
……………… Unit 7: US and the Global Economy
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS Economics 3.2-Economic policies

CLO: SWBAT Analyze how new technological innovations have impacted the US Economic Role/Growth on the Global Economy by debating (in small groups) how Company Outsourcing ( i.e. Nike Case Study-Shoes/Clothing) has impacted workers’ conditions/treatment from  the US and Global Perspectives. (Main Activity)
Week (15)
……………… Unit 8: Costs of Globalization 1970 – Present
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS Economics 3.2-Economic policies

CLO: SWBAT identify/assess the Costs of Globalization by creating a travel brochure/company profile for a major International Corporation in small groups. (Main Activity)
Week (16)
……………… Unit 8: Benefits of Globalization 1970 – Present 

Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS Economics 3.2-Economic policies

CLO: SWBAT Judge the Benefits of Globalization by writing a poem about the Economic benefits of Globalization for various Countries’ Economies around the world.
Detach below and return with your parent/guardian signatures by ______________
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I acknowledge receiving a copy of the Course Syllabus for U.S. History
Class Period _______
                 Date ___________

Student Name: __________________  Student Signature: _____________________

(Print)




     (Sign)

Parent Name: ___________________  Parent Signature: ______________________ (Print)




     (Sign)

