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           Excel Academy
Course Syllabus
Our Mission:

The mission of Excel Academy is to serve high school students in Denver that have dropped out of school or that are at-risk of dropping out of school with a proven, data-driven, accountable and high standards education program that (1) produces high numbers and percentages of high school graduates; and (2) prepares graduates for postsecondary success.

Instructional Superintendent Team Goals for AY 2016-2017
(1) Ground our work within instruction (regular class observations and feedback). 

(2) Establish effective systems of progress monitoring of students at each school.

(3) Leverage each school’s own instructional/curricular program by ensuring that schools set accurate UIP goals and targets, and then align PD accordingly using results-based PD to ensure success.
Jobs For the Future: Common Instructional Strategies:
(1) Collaborative Group Work

(2) Writing to Learn

(3) Questioning

(4) Scaffolding

(5) Classroom Talk

(6) Literacy Groups
All EAHS graduates will demonstrate characteristics within the following areas:

· Key Cognitive Strategies – Students will demonstrate skills involving problem solving, research, interpretation, and reasoning.  All with precision and accuracy.
· Key Content Knowledge – Students will demonstrate key foundational content and “big ideas” from all core subjects.
· Academic Behaviors – Students will learn to time manage, possess study skills, set goals, have self-awareness and persistence.
· Contextual Skills and Awareness – Students will be aware of all essential process in order to navigate within college systems.  (Admission requirements, affording college, college types and missions, college culture, exposure to college professors)
Course Title: Civics
Teacher’s Name:  McNamara
Textbooks/Materials Used: History Alive!, March On Till Victory. Teacher prepared materials
Course Emphasis: We will explore the U.S. Government through economic, political, and social perspectives while investigating important historical events from the Revolution to present day.
Course Expectations:  ALL EAHS students are expected to conform to all policies and standards found within the Excel Academy student handbook.

	Classroom Supplies
	Refer to Excel student handbook

	Standards Addressed
Common Core or Colorado Content Standards
	Colorado Academic Content Standards:1 History, 2 Geography, 3 Economics

Common Core Standards English



	Grade Scale 
	4-Advanced Mastery
3-Proficient 
2-Partially proficient
1- Unsatisfactory

	Excel Behavior Norms
	No one has the right to hurt another person

Education in the classroom is sacred

We will not behave in anyway to discredit ourselves, families or school

Excel Academy student is always a lady or gentlemen 

We take pride in Excel Academy



	Support
	Make-up Work can be turned in up until the 7th week of the 9 weeks.  Any additional content area support students must talk with their teacher.


	Parent Communication
	Parents will be contacted by phone and/or e-mail. 


Course Calendar 

Sessions
Week (1)   Standards:
CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.2
………….Unit 1: Types of Political Ideas and Citizenship
Chapter 1: Greek Democracy
Chapter 2: The European Enlightenment: John Locke and the Social Contract

Chapter 3: The Iroquois Confederacy and Early American Democracy

Chapter 4: What does it mean to be a Good Citizen?
Chapter 5: Participating in Democratic Elections
Week (2)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.2
……………….Unit 1: Types of Governments
Chapter 6: Foundations of US Democracy

Chapter 7: Dictatorships and Totalitarianism

Chapter 8: Federalism: Local, State, and National Governments

Week (3)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.2
……………….Unit 2: The Enlightenment/Social Contract
Chapter 9: John Locke and The Social Contract

Chapter 10: Baron de Montesquieu and the Three Branches of Government
Week (4)
……………….Unit 2: U.S. Revolution and Declaration of Independence
Chapter 11: Sons of Liberty: A List of Grievances Against a Foreign King

Chapter 12: The Stamp Act and The Boston Tea Party 
Week (5)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.2
Unit 3: The U.S. Constitution
Chapter 13: The Articles of Confederation

Chapter 14: The Bill of Rights

Week (6)
Standards
CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.2
……………….Unit 3: U.S. Constitution: The Amendments and the Ratification Process
Chapter 15: Amendments 11-21
Chapter 16: The Ratification Process
Week (7)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.2

……………….Unit 4:  Early U.S. Supreme Court Cases
Chapter 17: 1778-1861

Judicial Review

Marbury V Madison

Plessy V Ferguson
Week (8)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.2

……………….Unit 4: U.S. Supreme Court Cases
1970-Present

Chapter 18: 

Civil Liberties
Tinker V  Des moines
New Jersey V TLO

Korematsu V US

Schenck V US

Week (9)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.3

……………….Unit 5: World War I and World War II
Chapter 19:
The Home Front
US Neutrality 

The Western Front
The Eastern Front

Allied vs. Central Powers

Week (10)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.3
……………….Unit 5: World War I and World War II
Chapter 20: Appeasement
Rise of Dictatorships

Eastern Front

Western Front

Pacific Front

Week (11)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.3
……………….Unit 6: Cold War and Vietnam
Chapter 21:
Containment/M.A.D.

The Nuclear Arms Race

The Space Race

Domino Theory and Vietnam

Week (12)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.3
……….………Unit 6: Cold War and Vietnam
Chapter 22: Nixon and Communist China


The US and the Iranian Revolution



The Oil Shortage Crisis

Week (13)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.2

……………… Unit 7: Civil Rights
Chapter 23: Jim Crow and Segregation
Week (14)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.2

……………… Unit 7: Civil Rights
Chapter 24: Martin Luther King Jr. Vs. Malcolm X

The Civil Rights Act of 1964
Week (15)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.3

……………… Unit 8: 1970 – Present
Chapter 25:
US Foreign Policy since 1970

Week (16)
Standards: CCSS.RH 9-10.1/CSS History 4.2

……………… Unit 8: 1970 – Present 

Chapter 26:

Oil Embargo
First Gulf War

9/11

The UN and the US role in the Security Council

Unit Content Language Objectives and Essential Questions
Unit 1: The Nature of Power, Politics, and Government   
Students will be able to understand the foundations and origins of the Power Structures of Democracy by analyzing and critiquing the hierarchical systems of a Democratic Government.
Assessment Activity: Drafting a New Student/School Constitution

Unit 2: Comparing Forms of Governments

Students will be able to evaluate different forms of Government by comparing and contrasting a Monarchy, Dictatorship and a Democracy in small groups.
Assessment Activity: Compare/Contrast Venn Diagram and Pro/Con Government Freedoms T-Chart.

Unit 3: The United States Constitution: The Bill of Rights and Civil Liberties
Students will be able to analyze the Amendments of the Constitution by creating a Constitutional Amendment Frayer Model and Graphic organizer in small groups.
Assessment Activity: Bill of Rights Gallery Walk Quiz
Unit 4: US Supreme Court: Landmark Supreme Court Decisions and their Impacts on US Government
Students will be able to evaluate the impact of Landmark Supreme Court Decisions on individual Civil Liberties by debating the ruling outcomes in small groups. 
Assessment Activity: Mock Trial Supreme Court Debates-Judges vs. Lawyers and Defendants 

Unit 5 US Wars and Foreign Policy: World Wars
Students will be able to Judge whether or not the US needed to get involved in two foreign wars by Comparing/Contrasting the Political/Economic reasons for US Entry into World War I and World War II using a graphic organizer in small groups.
Assessment Activity:

Analyzing/Creating- Original World War I/ II letters from the Home Front

Unit 6: US Wars and Foreign Policy: The Cold War Conflict and Vietnam
Students will be able to analyze 
Unit 7: The Civil Rights Movement

Students will be able to evaluate the reasons for the Civil Rights Moment by reading and annotating primary source Court Documents and Journal Writing of Civil Rights Leaders in small groups 
Unit 8: 1970-Present: Confronting Global Issues

Students will be able to analyze the role of US Foreign Policy in the World by writing a UN Security Council Resolution in small groups.
Assessment Activity: Conducting and Passing a UN Security Council Resolution-US, China, Russia, France and Great Britain

Detach below and return with your parent/guardian signatures by ______________
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I acknowledge receiving a copy of the Course Syllabus for U.S. History
Class Period _______
                 Date ___________

Student Name: __________________  Student Signature: _____________________

(Print)




     (Sign)

Parent Name: ___________________  Parent Signature: ______________________ (Print)




     (Sign)

